Cumberland County Master Gardeners, Inc.
General Membership Meeting
June 3, 2025

At 1 p.m., in President Margo Carroll’s temporary absence, Vice President Carla Lund introduced our speaker, Brad Fox, who’s a business professor at Roane State Community College. He discussed the American Chestnut: www.tacf.org. (Sid mentioned Dunstan chestnut trees and how hardy they are on the plateau.)

Margo reconvened the meeting at 2:06. Dr. Natalie Bumgarner was in attendance.


Officers’ Reports
Secretary’s Report: Rita Reali reported. Minutes of the previous general meeting were emailed to the board and Alan Baker yesterday for distribution to the membership. Elaine Hanson moved to accept the May minutes as submitted. Ginger Brindley seconded. Motion passed unanimously on voice vote.

Treasurer’s Report: Lisa reported. Through 4/30/25, total income was $17,594.11; total expenses were $8,211.83. The ending bank balance was $42,055.17. Flower Power fundraising $296 in bulb sale. Christian Academy of the Cumberlands sent a thank-you note for our donation of bark butter to their recent capital fundraiser. Some reimbursements are still filtering in to be paid. Julia moved to receive the treasurer’s report. Rita seconded. Motion passed unanimously on voice vote.

Margo said Alan Baker has “really, really been helping the board” in continuing to run smoothly. “He is priceless to us in the guidance he has given us… throughout the years.” Applause for Alan.

July 1 meeting will go back to 5 p.m., with a potluck meeting. Dinner at 5:30; speaker at 6; meeting to follow. 

Certificates and Pins: Gregg Upchurch tried to distribute certificates and hundred-hour pins. Only two people (Elaine Hanson and Renee Lloyd) were here to receive their pins. Photo ops ensued.

Gregg invited Dr. Natalie here to talk about the Fall Gardeners Festival and  ways to “kill as many birds with one stone as we can.” She’s looking into a vegetable plot at the PDG, a summer turf plot and some cool-season plots – kind of like research-based trials. He’s hoping we can pursue a research-based Search for Excellence award.

Dr. Natalie took over. “Every time we get a good idea we know might work… we go to the people who can get it done.” She referred to us as “beta testers.” Lofty ideas vs. small specks of realism.

Food-safety plot – three 50-foot-long beds; they’ll consist of two 20-foot plots separated by a 10-foot center plot in each bed. She’s crushed there’ll be no lettuce. Cut flower cultivars will go in the buffers between the vegetable plots. Some benefit in companion planting for addition of pollinator plants.

Tomatoes & peppers in the large beds, including disease-resistant cultivars. Twelve plants in each large plot; different mulching plans (black plastic, straw, none) in each plot bed. Organic and commercial fertilization will be incorporated, as well (cultivar x mulch x fertilizer).

Produce will be counted, weighed and given away. Planting plan is week of June 16. “The plants are about this big right now,” she said, holding her hands about ten inches apart.

The soil will be the same in all of the plots. The tomatoes are all hybrids, but they’re all established, determinate varieties. Peppers will include an open-pollinated, older hybrid and newer hybrid varieties.

Pest management: observation and note taking, possibly “a couple of low-spray options. … I’m not sure we really even sprayed that much last time,” she said.

What would the master gardeners actually be doing? “We’d all plant together, well-labeled plants.” Drip irrigation will be established. MG involvement would be once or twice a week management: light weeding, observation. Then “60, 70 days after planting, there’ll be some harvesting.”

She’ll have data sheets for folks to record findings.

The plot will be to the left of the outdoor classroom, over where the blueberries are. On September 23, we’ll have the Central Region educational event. The plot will be available for display for Steak & Potatoes Day, the Fall Gardeners Festival and the Central Region meeting.

Gregg’s looking for 6-8 people for each of the food-safety trial and turf trial opportunities.

The turf plot will be to the right of the rose rosette trial plot. Dr. Bolling is envisioning 64 blocks of turfgrass. Gregg estimates each turfgrass sample in the plot will be 3x3 to 5x5 feet square.

Classes in the Gardens: Julia Wood reported. Several classes are coming up this month and next. We need volunteers to sign up to help with hosting.

2025 Class Project: Greg Recht reported. It’s done. Everybody pitched in. “The water feature is now a premier event out at the PDG.” Brief discussion about whether class projects will resume, going forward. Gregg Upchurch said it depends on how many interns we have in each year’s class.

Teas in the Gardens: Both teas are sold out. The June tea is slated for next Saturday afternoon. There’ve been no glitches. Brief tea committee meeting after this meeting. Ginger Brindley attended our first tea, which is where she learned about the CCMG; she took the intern class this year and is now an active member of the CCMG and the tea committee.

Speakers Bureau: Carol Burdett reported. We’ve had two calls recently about people wanting to know how to plant a garden.

Birds, Bees, Bucks & Trees: June 14 at the fairgrounds. Margo needs volunteers to help staff the MG booth.

Fall Gardeners Festival: August 26 at the PDG. We need volunteers.

Garlicfest: September 27 at the fairgrounds. CCMG gets 40% of booth proceeds. It’s the same day as the newly established Apple Festival (which will be at the back of the fairgrounds). Attendees will have to pass through the Garlicfest to get to the Apple Festival displays. Laszlo from Galena Garlic will be heading up the event.

Steak & Potatoes Field Day: August 21, the Thursday preceding the Fall Gardeners Festival. Need volunteers to help serve lunch.

Eventeny Renewal: Margo reported. This past year, $1,500 was approved by the board to pay for Eventeny to support the FLAG Festival. Renewal is $3,400/year. We need to vote today whether we want to continue using Eventeny. MGs who have used it for organizing/implementing events said it’s easy to use. Leslie Mullican said we had nine vendors at the FLAG Festival out of our local area, who found us via Eventeny. Susan Partch moved we continue our membership with Eventeny for 2025-26. Elaine Hanson seconded. Motion passed unanimously on voice vote. Leslie encouraged everyone to get onto the site and check it out and investigate the functionality of Eventeny.

Announcements: Susan Partch said the daylilies are blooming. Weeds are coming through the mulch. It’s also deadheading time. Ron and Rosie Drechnik said the theme for the July 1 meeting is an old-fashioned potluck meal. Please don’t everyone bring dessert. Margo said Janet Russell has moved to North Carolina, and there may be a plant rescue at her old house. Margo said it’s not too early to start thinking about nominations for next year’s board.

President Carroll thanked Dr. Natalie Bumgarner again for joining us and adjourned the meeting at 3:44 p.m.


Respectfully submitted,


Rita M. Reali, Corporate Secretary
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