Cumberland County Master Gardeners, Inc.

General Membership Meeting
April 7, 2026

In President Margo Carroll’s absence, Kristi DuBois called the meeting to order at 1:02 p.m. at the
Country Store.

Opening Remarks: Margo’s mother-in-law is in ICU in Knoxville; Tracy Scrimsher passed away
over the weekend. His funeral service is this Thursday, April 9, at 3 p.m. at Hood Funeral Home,
with visitation from noon to three.

Gregg said it made Tracy “very joyful and proud” to be a master gardener. He also introduced
Melissa Ward, the new administrative assistant in the Extension office.

Officers’ Reports

Secretary’s Report: Rita Reali reported in Sharon McKinney’s absence. Minutes of the previous
general meeting were distributed via email and are posted on the website. Elaine Hanson moved to
accept the March minutes as submitted. Linda Ferris seconded. Motion passed unanimously on
voice vote.

Treasurer’s Report: Lisa Briggs reported. Through 2/28/26, the starting balance was $34,770.87;
total income was $1,447.50; total expenses were $410.04. The ending bank balance was $35,808.33.
Patti Smith moved to receive the treasurer’s report. Julia Wood seconded. Motion passed
unanimously on voice vote.

Committee Reports

Flower, Lawn & Garden Festival: Leslie Mullican reported. We have about 60 vendors, with more
coming in every week. Volunteer sign-up sheets are set out; please sign up. Kristi’s doing a great job
with publicity; Margo and Erin Fletcher Conley have been handling the social media. Susan
Stoneberg is accepting donations of master gardener-grown plants; Gregg said someone from the
TN Dept of Agriculture will be here to do plant inspections and cautioned we should ensure all
plants are healthy and disease- and bug-free. Mike Barron said tomato and pepper plants are growing
well. Kathy Towles said the silent auction committee met this morning; the auction will be done as
two individual day-long events. Garden-related donations are being accepted. Kathy Limp said
everything is “already filled in” for the yard sale. Donations for the sale are also still being accepted:
household items, outdoor items, sports items, etc. Framed art did not sell well last year; but
cookbooks did. Go figure. Rita Reali sent around sign-up sheets for bakers/contributors for the
hospitality room. Leslie said CCMG will pay for pizza for volunteers for lunch on Thursday. Kristi
has all the articles together for the FLLAG Festival newspaper insert; she has a draft of the first page;
Laura’s little tree frog in a daylily is at the top of the page.

Plant Sale: Leslie is seeking volunteers to help with the plant sale.

Classes in the Gardens: Deni and Kiristi reported. Some openings are still available for class hosts
for the next few months. Contact Sue Maruska. Kristi did a lovely article on classes in the gardens.



PDG: Vicky May reported. Water to the spigots has not yet been turned on. She’ll soon be sending
out Adopt-a-Spot requests so Shalena can get signs ordered. Vicki said the daylily bed will not be on
the Adopt-a-Spot effort. Shalena, Laura and Gregg will oversee an overspraying trial for the daylilies.
Rather than set them up for Adopt-a-Spot, Shalena will set up workdays for specific tasks to be
done. Gregg said “Do not enter” signage will be posted when spraying has taken place. Spraying will
also be undertaken for other garden areas beset by tenacious weed growth. Sue Partch has a wheel
hoe that will be helpful for abating weeds in the daylily beds in short order. Look for a photo of her
in the Garden insert.

Search for Excellence: Michelle Williams reported. She’s working on the Tea and the Dragonfly
Habitat SFE applications.

Summer Intern: Dick Kaleba reported. They received six applications for the intern position. A UT
freshman plant-sciences major, Hannah Funderburk, was selected as the summer intern.

Teas in the Gardens: Susan Partch reported. Still looking for stray teacups for favors. Michelle
updated ticket sales. June’s event is sold out. There are two tickets left for the September tea. Sue
said the spring tea sold out in eight minutes.

Announcements: Julia said Margo will be scheduling to have folks clean out the beds outside the
buildings before the FLLAG Festival. Seed Swap April 14 1-3 p.m. at the library. April 9 for Obed
River Watershed tree sale.

The Clyde York 4H Center is seeking someone to design a showy display at their front-gate garden
bed. Kristi has a sign-up sheet. They will maintain the bed, but they’re looking for someone to do
the design work.

Gregg said Dr. Bowling will be in Crossville April 15 at 1 p.m. to talk about trials at the PREC.

Gregg said the state Master Gardener Conference is slated for May 27 through 29 in Knoxville. He
told Carol Burdett she better be there, because she’s being recognized.

Sid Morgan said the International Master Gardener Convention will be in the spring of next year in
Orlando. “More to follow,” he quipped.

Gregg distributed hundred-hour pins to Patricia Dominguez, Melissa Rueff, Sid Morgan and Elaine
Hanson; Linda Engel and Jan Pitzer got their five-year pins.

Kristi DuBois adjourned the meeting at 2:13 p.m., then called for a five-minute break before Mike
Barron’s SmartYard presentation.

Respectfully submitted as approved,

Rita M. Reali for Sharon McKinney, Corporate Secretary



