Cumberland County Master Gardeners, Inc.
General Membership Meeting
October 7, 2025

[bookmark: _Hlk211931255]President Margo Carroll called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. at the Country Store. The speaker didn’t show, so the business meeting started early.

[bookmark: _Hlk211931303]Officers’ Reports
Secretary’s Report: Rita Reali reported. She thanked Carla Lund for taking minutes last month. Minutes of the previous general meeting were distributed via email and are posted on the website. Vicki May moved to accept the September minutes as submitted. Deni Martin seconded. Motion passed unanimously on voice vote.

Treasurer’s Report: Lisa reported. Through 8/31/25, opening bank balance was $38,546.49; total income was $1,042.00; total expenses were $7,242.39 (most of that was paying for the intern, tools for the PDG and the Fall Gardeners Festival)for a net operating loss of $6,200.39. The ending bank balance was $32,346.10. She has tickets for the December 2, 2025, Christmas luncheon in Building 3. They’re $10 apiece or two for $20. Rita Reali moved to receive the treasurer’s report. Patti Smith seconded. Motion passed unanimously on voice vote.

Board Nominations/Voting: Margo reported. She’s agreed to stay on as president next year, as long as she gets an awesome president elect. Directors “attend meetings, vote and they direct,” Margo explained. Ron Drechnik clarified directors ensure the board is doing its collective job correctly, “making sure you don’t goof it up too badly.” Vicki May and Tracy Scrimsher have agreed to be directors. Rita nominated Bear Lesko as president elect. He balked but didn’t reject the premise outright. Carla is returning as vice president; Sharon McKinney will be secretary and Lisa Briggs is staying on as treasurer.

PDG Committee Questionnaire: Margo reported. Earlier this year, Mike Barron got from Rae Hozer the original plans for the PDG. “Accessible pathways” was one item on that list, and Margo lamented we still don’t really have them. Carla passed out brief (three-question) questionnaires for members to fill out. Gregg said our responses will help with long-range strategic planning for the PDG in the next five to ten years, as well as wish-list items for further down the road. Extensive discussion ensued. Margo said the committee will be emailed with a date for the first meeting.

Birdseed Wreaths: Vicki May reported. The MGs will be at Mistletoe Marketplace in Fairfield Glade on November 8. October 20 and 27 will be wreath-making days out at the PDG classroom.

Newsletter Photo Awards: Jan Pitzer reported. She thanked everyone for submitting info/photos to The Thymes newsletter. Photo-contest awards will be made at the next meeting; non-Master Gardeners will be our judges. She also said to email her to vote for your favorite article and a writing prize will be awarded.

Holiday Luncheon: Connie Farley reported. Event starts at noon with a half-hour social period, followed by lunch. The Cumberland Cares Recreation Center is our designated charity for this year. Tickets are available now; they’re $10 each. Deadline is November 21. Bring toys – no books, “because The Book Cellar has donated many, many, many books” – to the holiday party, to be used at the recreation center. Guests are welcome ($10 apiece). Desserts are finger-food items donated by other MGs. Ugly sweater contest will have great prizes.

State Extension Master Gardener Email List Regional Events: Gregg Upchurch reported. The three regions (East, Middle and West) hold periodic horticulture conferences. Julie Lesko talked about her observations and experiences at the regional conference. Bear said the PDG grounds used to be a huge potato farm, which was used as a potato research area during WWII. “There’s a lot of information to be had if you just walk around and ask questions,” Bear said.

Gregg attempted to pass out certificates and badges. Christine Guilmain got hers, but the others weren’t in attendance.

Rita has Crossville Oktoberfest tickets.

Upcoming Meetings:
CCMG Board Meeting, 1 p.m., October 21, at the Country Store. For the next general meeting, anyone A-K can bring cookies for the meeting. “A through K, including R,” Margo clarified with an impish grin, standing in front of and looking directly at Rita.
CCMG Membership Meeting, 1 p.m., November 4, at the Country Store.
CCMG Board Meeting, 1 p.m., November 18, at the Country Store.
CCMG Holiday Luncheon, TBD, December 2, in Building 3

President Carroll adjourned the meeting at 7:17 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Rita M. Reali, Corporate Secretary
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