Cumberland County Master Gardeners, Inc.
Board Meeting
March 18, 2025

President Margo Carroll called the meeting to order at1:01 p.m. at the Country Store as she breezed into the room. Lisa Briggs, Debra Brown, Margo Carroll, Janet Coe, Linda Ferris, Linda Glenn, Renee Lloyd, Don Molen, Peggy Mullett, Greg Recht, Rita Reali and Gregg Upchurch attended.

Officers’ Reports
Secretary’s Report: Rita Reali reported. Minutes of the previous board meeting were distributed via email. Greg moved to accept the February minutes as submitted. Renee seconded. Motion passed unanimously on voice vote.

Treasurer’s Report: Lisa reported. Through 3/11/25, total income was $1,462.64; total expenses were $104.27, for a net operating gain of $1,358.37. The ending bank balance was $29,961.90. Rita moved to receive the treasurer’s report. Margo seconded. Motion passed unanimously on voice vote.

Pledge of Allegiance: Linda Glenn proposed we recite the Pledge of Allegiance before each meeting. Discussion ensued. Linda noted we say grace before our meals at MG meetings, so why not the Pledge? Discussion devolved into a discussion of not having food at meetings. Renee suggested any proposed change should be voted on by the general membership. Margo said if we do that, it should be by ballot and not a show of hands, because she said folks felt strongarmed into voting in favor of funds being allocated for hospitality a few months ago. Margo said our insurance will go up by $700 if we provide food at any group function. Discussion tabled for now.

FLAG Festival: Margo reported. We have four booths left; we have plenty of volunteers. We’ve got four speakers (including a canning class, which will incur a $10 fee with a limit of 20 attendees; Josh from Cumberland Trails Association; a workshop by someone from Dogwood Exchange; and the “hummingbird man,” perhaps). Music is booked again for both days; we’re paying them $200/day; it’s all budgeted. Rita asked how the hospitality room will be handled in light of this new state certification requirements. Margo said, “we’ll figure it out.”

Birds Bees Bucks & Trees – June 14, at the complex. We’ll have a booth and hand out info.

Fairgrounds Planting: We can bring plants from home. Donnie said if anything is put out front, outside the gates, it gets stolen.

Rain Barrel Sales: we’ll have 66 barrels shipped to us at the PDG in a few weeks, before the FLAG Festival. There is a MG discount (with code MG20). We’ll be selling them to the public for $96 (ours are $76).

Garlic Fest: The Galena Garlic folks are asking for our support with event management. We’d assist with signups and they’ll make a generous donation to the CCMG (Margo said he offered 50 percent). The Fairgrounds are already booked. They want to get local garlic farmers, flower farmers, etc. as vendors. Margo said it’s a great educational opportunity for us. Our next step should be to get in writing what each party will be responsible for, and lay out expectations right from the start. The owner has spoken at the Pick Tennessee conference, and is widely respected in the area. Promotion might look something like this: “Galena Garlic, in cooperation with the Cumberland County Master Gardeners, presents GarlicFest 2025, September 27…” Linda Ferris moved we take the next step to find out what we need to do to take part in this endeavor. Rita seconded. Motion passed unanimously on voice vote.

President Carroll adjourned the meeting at 1:54 p.m.


Respectfully submitted,


Rita M. Reali, Corporate Secretary
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