Cumberland County Master Gardeners, Inc.
General Membership Meeting
July 1, 2025

Margo called the meeting to order at 6:07 p.m. at the Country Store.

Treasurer’s Report: Lisa Briggs reported. As of 5/31/25, the opening balance was $42,055.17;  total income was $987; total expenses were $3,450.28. The ending balance was $39,591.89. The hydrangea lady who taught the class last weekend turned over her speaking fee to the CCMG. Rosie Drechnik has written a thank-you note. Julia Wood moved to receive the treasurer’s report. Rita Reali seconded. Motion passed unanimously on voice vote.

Margo suspended the business meeting to introduce our guest speaker, Jeff Harvey.

Following a ten-minute break, Margo reconvened the meeting at 7:11 p.m.

Officers’ Reports
Secretary’s Report: Rita Reali reported. Minutes of the previous general meeting were distributed via email and should be posted on the website. Linda Ferris moved to accept the June minutes as submitted. Sue Maruska seconded. Motion passed unanimously on voice vote.

Fall Gardeners Festival: Leslie Mullican reported. She’d love it if we could have enough volunteers signed up (we need about 25 people per shift) so we can have people only work one shift. She described the various areas in which we need staff. She’ll be in the back of the room doing signups.

Classes in the Gardens: Julia Wood reported. She thanked Linda Klingerman for her donation of her workshop fee to the CCMG. The frog speaker didn’t have us on his calendar, disappointing the 20 people who showed up. A lavender wand-making class is coming up, as is the kids’ dragonfly craft class and garden tour. Julia needs folks to host classes; they’ve encountered difficulty with people either showing up without registering for a class, or registering for a class and not showing up. “If you sign up, show up,” she said.

Teas in the Gardens: Susan Partch reported. There’s a report in the Thymes about it. The tea was moved inside, due to the threat of rain. The next tea (September 13) is already sold out. Planning is going along well. They’ll be getting together July 29 to make favors. The tea committee will meet briefly, immediately after the meeting.

Fair Booth: Connie reported. She and Susan are confirmed for the MG booth at the Cumberland County Fair, August 18-23. The theme is “We Goat This.”

Emails: Alan Baker is working on straightening out email gaffes. If you’re not getting emails, see him and he’ll inundate you with them.

Badges and Certificates: Gregg distributed badges, certificates and hundred-hour pins to several members. A new badge was presented to transferring member Sue Weber. Carolyn Simons was not here to receive her badge and certificate. Katie DePoortere got her 100-hour pin and certificate, as did Jan Pitzer.

Vegetable Demonstration Plots: Ten master gardeners are participating. Gregg said he’s “very happy with how it’s going.” The demo plots will be part of the Fall Gardeners Festival education portion. The turfgrass plot (with Dr. Becky Boling) is also underway. “My compliments to all of you and I appreciate everything that you do,” Gregg added.

Upcoming Meeting Dates: Margo reported. The MG Board meeting is July 15, 1 p.m., at the Country Store. The Umbrella Committee meeting will be July 24, 12:30 p.m., in the classroom at the PDG.

Gregg reminded everyone to sign up for Dr. Natalie’s master gardener newsletter (as mentioned at last month’s meeting). You have to opt in for it, he said. “We can’t just put you on that list.” Alan offered to forward the most recent issue to everyone so we can sign up.

Survey: It’s the 20th anniversary of the PDG, Margo said. Fill out the survey and help contribute to the direction of the PDG in its next 20 years.

Clothing: Margo reported. Order forms for CCMG clothing items are on the food counter.

Food Theme for August: Rosie Drechnik reported. “Summer Salads” is the theme for next month’s potluck.

Leftover Plants: Susan reported. She’s brought leftover plants from the Tea; they’re free for the taking.

President Carroll adjourned the meeting at 7:43 p.m.


Respectfully submitted,


Rita M. Reali, Corporate Secretary
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